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Steller sea lions in the
Russian Far East have
been regularly branded
since 1989.

Since 2002, extended
observations have been
performed on 7 of the major
rookeries

Also other rookeries and
haulouts are surveyed
regularly.

The main objective is the resighting branded animals for estimation of population
parameters: mortality, migration, reproductive success, and other demographic data.



What's the Database for?

Over the years lots of data has been collected ... but these data were collected by
different people in different places at different times using different recording and
archive methods.

So we have problems in unification and analysis of the data.
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Also, since using photo-identification, we need to double-check observations:
sometimes reading a brand is difficult.



Main purpose for database:

The creation of a universal system for the recording and
archiving of data on resightings and long-term monitoring
of branded and naturally marked Steller sea lions in
Russia.

1- Provide unified data structure on all data-collection locations

2- Provide reliable animal IDs.
By integrating photo-ids and detailed descriptions of natural markings, we hope to bring
the number of false ID's to O

3- Provide control and consistency of data-entry for all observers

4- Create a verification and double-checking procedure of collected data

5- Provide for automated unification of data.
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But imported seasonal resight data are still unconfirmed,
and needed to be double checked by several experts
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But imported seasonal resight data are still unconfirmed,
and needed to be double checked by several experts




Database summary

To date, we have archived all SSL data collected since 2002.

54,505 - daily resights
3,845 — MASD records for 1740 animals
527 - copulation records

17,211 - photos of marked animal

In 2005, data in the field was entered directly into the
database in Access format.












Future Work

* Include data collected 1989-2001
* Improve user interface
« Unify with US data

e and finally, Analyze!
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